
Holy Thursday

In the Holy Eucharist for Holy Thursday, Jesus makes our acceptance of his total and authentic humanity a requirement for sharing in his 
heritage. To be Christian means much more than believing in God’s Son come to earth. It means accepting the fact that God could be, and 
chose to be, and was humiliated….not just humble, but humiliated. Once he made the choice to drain the cup of suffering, there was no 
turning back. In the Upper Room when he bent to the basin, in Gethsemane when he accepted his Father’s will, on the cross when he refuses 
to drink drugged wine, Jesus was not just behaving like a human being. He was accepting once again, as he did all his life, the humiliation of 
suffering, the humiliation of  being powerless, the humiliation of being human. He bent to the basin because a fully human being could find 
no other way of expressing infinite love. On the last night of his life, Jesus bends to the basin and brings us back to earth again, back to the 
world of suffering humanity where so many people every day feel the humiliation of being weak, broken, human.

Before you receive communion on Holy Thursday night, you will see your pastor bend to the basin at the feet of wounded people. Bend 
down with him, bend low with him and the Master, bend to the basin in thanksgiving that your flesh and their flesh and His flesh are one 
flesh.” (from The Serious Season by Roger Swenson)

“Peter clung to a belief that Jesus was somehow too good or too holy or too powerful 
to have to submit to the evil designs of his persecutors. To Peter’s mind, it was 
impossible that the Master could be so humbled. Even  today many of us think that 
Jesus merely donned a cloak of humanity and went through the motions of human trial 
and suffering to set an example for the rest of us who are mired in the flesh. We pin our 
hopes on a God who could throw off his mantle of flesh at any moment and strike dead 
his tormentors. Perhaps with Peter, ‘You shall never wash my feet,’ which means, ‘Come 
on, I know who you really are. You can drop your disguise with me.’


